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PREFACE

I‘N the winter of 1882-1883 the author was appointed by
President Arthur to the Legation in Persia, just created
by Act of Congress. In 1885, with the accession of the Dem-
ocratic party to power, he returned to private life, in accordance
with the practice of the diplomatic scrvice of the United States.
The experiences connected with the establishment and conduct
of the Legation at Teherin snggested the present volume.

Notwithstanding that the preface is usnally the portion of a
book that is least read, the writer ventures to call attention
here to two or three points in connection with this volume.
Certain portions of it have already appeared in “ IHarper's
Monthly,” the “Century Magazine,” and the ““ Manhattan Maga-
zine,” and are repnblished now by the courtesy of the pub-
lishers of those periodicals. DBut these parts have not only
heen greatly modified, they also represent only a small propor-
tion of the entire work, of which fully five sixths now appear
in print for the first time.

A feature to which the author has given special attention
lias been the pronunciation of Oriental words. The question of
accent in Asiatic languages has never been sufficiently wn-

derstood and appreciated, even by scholars and experts in
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comparative linguistics. Our pronouncing gazetteers, prepared
expressly to teach the promwmciation of foreign words, are
found to be ludicrously defective and misleading when they
undertake to instruect in the pronunciation and aceentuation
of Oriental names. Continental Europeans generally seize the
distinetive features of Oriental pronmneiation; but the author
remembers  scarce any Englishmen or Americans, however
thoroughly versed in the construction of Turkish or Persian,
whose pronmneiation could be accepted as cither natural or
correct, excepting such as were born abroad.

In those languages the tendeney is to throw the accent
forward towards or on the final syllable, with strong emphasis,
while in the English language the aceent is thrown back as
far as possible, — that principle being also followed with all
foreign words when incorporated into English usage; as for
example, Par'is for Paree; Soc’rates for Socrates ; Mar'gavet for
Marguerite.  low different the Persian tongue would sound if
aceented in the English way is shown if we alter the accent
in certain English words.  Notice the difference between cathe'-
dral and cathedral ; w'chiteeture and architectire ; Wasl'ington
and Washingtone.  An American pronounees the Persian words
imam and zadé, Tmam and z3'de; Alee, AW doiilch, dow’lah ;
Lran, Vran,

In the present work Persian names and words have been
printed with an accent, usually a circumflex, over the syllable
which is actually accented by the Persians themselves, who of
course are the ones who know hest how their own language
should be pronounced.  The letter ¢ when found in Turkish

anmd Persian words should invariably be pronounced like e
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The long 7 sound does not exist in those languages except
approximately, as in the diphthong «i.  Ali should be pro-
nounced lee.  In several instances the aunthor has substituted
e for ¢ in well-known words, while in others he has preferred
to leave the i rather than appear singular or eause misunder-
standing, —as in the case of the geographical word Inzeli,
properly pronouneced [Luzelee ; or the name of the famous
poet Saadi, pronounced Sd'udee.

The nse of i in the spelling of Oriental words where ¢, for
those employing the English langunage, would more correctly
represent the actnal pronunciation, is an anomaly that can be
accounted for only on the ground that the Latins preceded the
Anglo-Saxons in the Fast, and with them i is always . But
in retaining the Latin orthography we forget that i in the
(‘ontinental languages never has the long 7 sound peenliar to
the Enghsh tongne.

The letter @ when found in Oriental words has the sonnd
of « in father, but never the broad @ sound of English.  Very
rarely it has the sound of « in nuscent ; as for example, Nasr-
ul-Mulk, prononnced like « in futher, and Nasr-ul-Munlk, with
the « as in auaseent. In Persian the difference is represented
by a difference in the spelling; but in Inglish it would he
difficult to represent it.

The author was led to observe these diserepancies when
living in the Levant in early life, and subsequent observation
and reflection have confirmed him in his eonclusions regarding
Oriental orthography, pronunciation, and accentuation.  In ¢los-
ing his remarks on this subject, it may be well to add that the

letter 4, when found in Oriental words in this volume, is not
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a silent letter, but should be pronounced as a soft guttural,—
strongly in the middle of a word, and suggestively when it is
a terminal.  The 2 in Mahdee is strong, and soft in the terminal
% of Shah. A curious fact commected with the Persian langnage
is also found in the frequent interchangeableness of @ and w ;
Mazanderan is  likewise pronounced Mazanderoon ; Ispahin,
Ispahoon ; namad, nwmood ; Nasr-ed-Deen, Nusr-ed-Deen.  For-
merly the use of the latter sonnd seems to have been more
common; hut at present the a sound is considered more ele-
gant, and is gradually snperseding the other, although the use
of the latter caimot be considered incorrect  The ear should
be practised before the eye in learing a foreign tongue, ex-
actly as a child acquires its native language.

it

pages whicli had a double application have been repeated

1 two or three instances certain faets mentioned in these

—

twice in suecessive chapters, when such vepetition tended to
cniphasize the snbject i question or was essential to a elear
statement.

A few words may be added in explanation of the freedom of
opinion in which the author has oceasionally indulged.  During
the period of his official service he had no opinions on public
questions which he felt at liberty to formulate in cither words
oracts. Three departments of government should be entirely
independent of party, — the wilitary, the judiciary, and the
diplomatic.  The position of a diplomatist should be that of
absolute impartiality towards all foreign nations and govern-
ments in tine of outward peace, and strietly colorless with
respect 1o polities at home.  Tle represents and protects the

mterests of his entire country abroad; and to do so properly,
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must deport himself towards all foreigners in such a way as
not to prejudice the interests under his charge. His motto
sliould be, ¢ Patriotisin; firmness tempered by tact; and watch-
fulness and zeal guided by reticence, secrecy, and reserve.”
The last three terms may seem tautological, yet each repre-
sents a different shade of meaning, and all are of the first
importance in successful diplomacy-.

While near the Cowrt of Persia it was the earnest endeavor
of the author to follow these precepts. But now that he is no
longer in official service, he is free to give some expression to
opinions based on practical experience. He has therefore exer-
cised that liberty at times, when to do so would not be inex-
pedient for the publie interests, nor conflict with the secrecy
of ofticial transactions, nor the honor which imposes reticence

recardine confidential conversations.
ter) )

S. G. W. b.
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PERSIA AND THE PERSIANS.

CIIAPTER 1.
FROM TIHE EUXINE TO THE THRESHOLD OF PERSIA.

I'l‘ was o fair morning in May when omr steamer glided
towards the haven of Trebizond. On the right were the
high thinly settled hills of  Asia Minor, deeply cloven by
purple gorges draped with perennial verdure.  Up the steep
slopes rolling clonds arose, sun-smitten, revealing the venerable
Byzantine churell of Santa Sophia standing alone on a cliff]
and the red roofs and gray walls of an ancient town peeping
throngh dense masses of foliage.  Nenoplhon and the Ten
Thousand finished their retreat at Trebizond. It was the
capital of a division of the lower Empire.  PFor ages it was
the port for the caravans moving to Persia and the vast,
mysterious regions of Central Asia.  But what traveller now
thinks of visiting Trebizond, or the southeastern shores of the
Black Sea?

The Fuxine has labored under the misfortune of lLaving
tew good harbors on the southern side; this has resulted to
the advantage of Russia, which owns the whole of the north-
ern and eastern shore, as aiso the hest ports. Tt is not =o
long ago since Trebizond was an emporium for the Chireassian
slave-trade.  An old-time reminiscence may be observed in

the curions lighters which sweep up over -the rollers towards

1
B
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the steamer.  They are identical in form with the Greek gal-
levs of ancient times, and are undoubtedly a direet perpetu-
ation of ancient naval architecture, of which only one other
instance probably exists at the present day: I refer to the fish-
ing gallevs of Lisbon. Over the stern of these boats of Tre-
bizond swings the long oarlike rudder, moved by a standing
helmsman,  The eity itself is composed of winding lanes, which
are excessively narrow bnt not wneleanly, for the steep slope
and the frequent rains are favorable to a result unconmon in
Iastern cities.  The houses are not visible nutil one passes the
cate of the high wall surrounding the gronnds.

Each dwelling stands in o garden of mulberry, pomegranate,
and linden trees, interwoven with Inxuriant vines. The gates
are so low that one must stoop to enter, — a precaution adopted
in stormier times, when a man’s house was often also his fortress.

The commander of the garrison, a Twk of the old régime,
touched by a love of Nature more imnate in the Oriental than
in his more civilized brother of the West, had planted a small
flower-garden on the brow of the cliff; where a battery frowned
grimly over the sea. e was abont to start for a ride into the
country when we were anmounced.  With characteristic cour-
tesy the old gentleman dismonuted, and invited us to partake
of the eustomary refreshments in his garden.  The morning was
serene, and a more delightful spot conld hardly be imagined on
which to take a thimbleful of Turkish coffee and a pipe of
Stamboulee.  Below. a group of idle coasters, cnrionsly earved
and painted, floated languidly on the glassy swell of the port,
each repeated in the erystal mircor on which it was poised.

Jevond, the broad expanse of the placid Eunxine spread towards

the north, and hehind ns beetled the bold preeipices of Mal
Tepé.

With the approach of evening a new revelation of splendor

was eranted.  Buarsting suddenly forth from the clonds when
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dipping below the verge of the sea, the ved sun bathed the city
with indeseribable glory, that scemed to penetrate into the most
hidden recesses of the town: while from the vapory region of
the northeast the evening splendor brought forth the vast pin-
nacled ranges of the Cancasus, whose eternal snows, lmed with
rose, were ineffably sublime, extending aromnd half the area of
the horizon.  When the sun disappeared, the mountains of
Cireassia also retived and were seen no more. There rome-
thens was chained, and there during all succeeding ages the
human sonl has strugeled and suffered.  But the radiance of
another life is needed to reveal the tragic grandeur of this
ever-repeated and relentless torment on the erags of destiny,
and give a solution and an end to the pangs of existence.
The following day at dawn, cleaving the foam across the
(quivering g](::l]].l of the morning star, our steamer glided into
the port of Batoum, cighty miles east of Trebizond.  This was
the best harbor the Osmanlee held on the southern coast; there-
fore the Russian coveted and took it.  The wheel of fortnne
turns for all ; but the misery is that many linger after the wheel
has turned the last time in their favor. Seven years ago the
Turks held the place. Now the Turks ave seen no more at

Batoun. lts Moslem inhabitants have emigrated to Nicomedia,
where their government has given them lands; but many died
on the hard jowrney. In the sweeping execration awarded to
the Turk by Christendom, it scems to have been forgotten that
Turks have rights and feelings no less than other races.  Also,
that in the exercise of sway it is an incontrovertible fact that
they have been no more eruel than were the races they sub-
jugated in their turn.  The Tarkish side of the story has never
been told. Tt is wilfully ignored that if the right of the Turk
to the territory he holds is no better, it is also no worse, than
the right of any other power in Europe, —the territorial right

of the sword, the right of the mightier, which has ahways ruled.
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Is there any appreciable amount of territory in Europe lield by
any other tenure ! Only some nations have lield theirs longer
than Turkey, and have been nommal Christians ! I am not an
unreasoning philo-Turk, but I earnestly helieve in justice to all.
It is well also to remember that every question has two sides.

There is a grand pathos in the bearing of the Saracen and
the Turk when retiving from territory which they have held for
ages. Tlis lofty phase of Oriental character has been well sug-
aested by our historians, when deseribing the conquest of Spain
from the Moors. The same tragedy is being enacted in Turkey
to-day. Unlike other people, when conquered, the Turks scorn
to remain under the rule of the vietor; theyv retive like refluent
waves. Thus it was after the liberation of Grecce; thus after
the capture of Ronmania by the Russians; and thus it has
been at Batoum. The Turks, who were there for four hun-
dred years, are gone.  So it was when, after an age of terrible
warfare and ernelty, Russia subdued the Cancasus: the Cir-
cassians disdained to rvemain. A whole nation emigrated, in
the face of obstacles which cost them mnearly half a million
of lives.

Were it not for the malaria that lurks by its lovely river,
Jatom wonld be a spot greatly to be sought for its extraordi-
nary heauty.  The Russiaus are rapidly erceting modern build-
ings near the quays, but the old town is a mere huddle of
dilapidated one-story houses and shops, whose aspect is relieved
by here and there a erambling minaret or the two-story mansion
of a Turkish magnate of vore, lifting its mossy roof of red tiles
and its painted upper-story above a wild wood of greenery
the chattering stork has usurped the place of the muezzin, the
sound of whose musical sunmmons no more floats over the bay.
Jut what language can portray the heauty and grandeur of the
mountains which enclose this ancient town?  Clad with pri-

meval verdure, they spring abruptly from the sea, and through
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tremendous canvous show yon the higher ranges inland, termi-
nating in spearlike peaks crowned with eternal snow.  Two
rivers deseend from these snows, well stored with fisli; the
angler who secks the mountain depths can easily find capital
sport with the rod, and return with a fine mess of brook trout.
But with all their seeming tranquillity, there is a spiteful spirit
lurking in the gorges of Batoum. TFor be the day ever =o
alm, it is liable to he darkened in a few moments by a violent
gust from the mountains.  Immediately the sea hecomes black
and threshed with foam. The high-prowed, lateen-rigged coast-
ers, creeping idly around the point where the new lighthonse
stands, are suddenly eleetrified into a spasm of activity, The
areat vards are lowered, and under close reefs the sauey little
eraft carcen into the harhor and make a lee out of the squall.
About the time one makes np his mind that a long storm has set
in, the sun bursts forth, the clouds disappear, and a raimbow
arches the glittering elaciers of the serried peaks of Clircassia.
A railway has recently been completed from Batoum to Titlis,
Freight trains were running when I was first there, but as the
road was not officially opened, T was nnable to avail myself of
the advantages it so temptingly held forth. Near Batoum the
railway runs throngh a long tmmel. By an absnrd error in
calenlation the tnmmel was made insufliciently high for the pas-
sage of the cars, and it was actually necessary to lower the base
hefore it could be nsed.  Until the eapture of Batowm the Rus-
sians held only oue available point of debarkation for goods
and passengers bound to the Transcancasus, — that is, Pott, at
the mouth of the River Phasis. Large sums were expended to
fit it for the purpose, and when all had been done, what
a wretched substitnte for a port it proved to be! In sum-
mer it is accessible to small craft, and then only with a
smooth sea and a leading wind, and in winter it is altogether

nnapproachable.
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Our steamer lost an anchor at Batoum, and much time was
wasted in secking to recover it.  After several days of waiting,
not unpleasantly passed mnder the very agreeable auspices of
Admiral Gravier and a number of Russian notables, who ex-
tended to us the hospitalities of the plaee, we concluded to take
a small daily packet to Poti, about four homrs distant! 1t had
been blowing violently from the westward and a high swell was
still running, but we knew that if it should prove too high to
cross the bar the boat wonld avoid the visk and yveturn,  Curious
were the costtimes of the various passengers lving on deck,
all Cireassians and Russians,  Among them the sheepskin cap
predominated, althongh of variouns picturesque forms.  Follow-
ing the winding channel, we at last passed within the jetty,
whose entrance is so unprotected from a westerly sea that even
ships inside voll at their anchors.  After a tedions period of
hauling and snapping of hawsers, the steamer was finally moored
stern on to the hreakwater, and the passengers were requested
to “walk the plank.” A dangerously attenuated bhoard, pitchied
at o dizzy angle and oscillating to a hazardons degree, was
the only means oftered for debarking. A light rod held by
two men served as an imaginary balustrade. The sight on
shore was of itzelf enough to daunt the most daring. A noisy
throng of porters, hackmen, enstoms officers, idlers, and dogs
were fichting among themselves for precedence, in order to de-
vour us bag and baggage the instant we stepped on land. The
coaclhimen were especially noteworthy for a fearful and won-
derful circular cushion, or puffed ring of closely gathered pleats,
attached to the nether part of their long riding-coats.  The effect
was as though an inflated india-rubber life-preserver had slipped
fronr the armpits to the hips. The exaet nse of this appendage

1 Iy the face of the spirit of the treaty of Berlin, Russia is now fortifving Batonm
under the pretext of building hospitals, and is seeretly accunmlating a vast store of

mnitions of war hehind the eity, preparatory to Lier next campaign against the peace
of the workdh
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is not altogether apparent. A letter kindly furnished us by
the Russian Legation at Constantinople happily paved the way
for our luggage, which thus escaped the cormorant-like gaze
and disorganizing grasp of your greedy customs officer.

A long walk over the half-finished jetty brought us to the
carriage-stand.  There were the droskys planted in a salt
morass, a dozen feet below us, without a stairway to lead to
them.  For lads, the feat of reaching the vehicles was exciting ;
but for ladies the experiment was less attractive. A wood-cart
was finally brought aloungside the jetty, and after much ner-
vous langhter on the part the ladies, curionsly watched by
a multitude of unkempt and unsanetified Circassian youths, a
passage from pier to carviage was successfully effected. Then
tollowed a wild dash through a wooded land. The ride was
wild, because the wiry, long-maned Russian ponies, Hiving be-
fore the lash, tumbled ahead at a rattling pace. On ecither
side were dense thickets of blackberry bushes; strawberries,
like wee crimson sparks, flecked the grass. Above this under-
arowth towered the gloom of dense forests musical with thrushes
and here and there opening to mirror themselves in a sedgyv pool
embossed with lilies.  Then at a sharp turn of the road we
came to an iron bridge, and were whirled over the fall-fed
flood of the eddying Phasis; up which the Argo glided almost
too long ago for the imagination to take cognizance therveof. and
then we entered Potl. The first impression was not inviting.

A lone

=

wide, treeless street lined on cither side by low open
market-booths, unpainted and indeseribably filthy, — such was
the chief thoroughfare of Toti.  But there is a park at the
farther end, and happily the hotel faced this green open. Poti
is said to be so excessively unhiealthy that a traveller can
scarcely pass a night there without becoming infected with
malaria.  On observing the filth of the noisome streets and

this untidy park, intersected by stagnant drains, it is casy to
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understand how such a reputation was established.  We lad
taken ample doses of quinine before arriving, and were careful
to close our windows after sunset, and thus eseaped vnharmed.
It isx said that five thousand men lost their lives while con-

1z the short part of the railway across the plain near

strueti
Poti.
For the rest, Pot is not without its attractions.  On the river
side the park is entered by a handsome antigne gate, which is
apparently a relic of the Persian oceupation, as partially indi-
cated by the figured work of glazed tiles with which it is faced.
Passing through this gate from the massive foliage of the park
to the open by the river, I almost imagined mysclf to be stand-
ing by some river of France. A tawny, sluggish strean, lined
with poplars, to which a number of small eraft were moored,
and -beyund, a pale-gray line of receding hills fading into the
sky, produced an effect like a bit in Normandy, such as Dau-
bignv might enjoy.  But the long-skirted bargemen, crowned

with shagey, lamb’s-wool caps, showed that we were on the

threshold of the chiangeless Fast; and the gracetul Georglan
women strolling by in lovely groups to enjoy the evening air
reminded one of Medea and her maids.  Tall) stately, and
eraceful, the vaven tresses streaming helow their waists, and a
melancholy pride flashing ont of dark, dremmnful eves, — stars
under drooping brows, — these were verily gueens in disguisc,
Jut when I remembered that we were in Georgia, famed for tair
women, I eeased to wonder.  Jason, the Achaian, was evidently
guided by a good genins when he bade his mariners hend to
their oars, and pulling hard over the river har, to sweep grandly
up the Phasis and moor by bauks ever since famous in myth
and history.

At the hotel we found the eolden fleece for which the coun-
try is famous, but altogether maodified to snit the thnes and

the pockets of modern tonrists. If theve is a country in the
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world where the art of fleecing travellers is pursued on a morve
colossal scale, I have not heard of it When we called for the
bill at Poti, we found that the laundlord had entively forgotten
that his terms the previous evening were stated in francs; he
theretfore charged us in rubles, which more than doubled his
already exorbitant bill.  The rooms were not so bad as one
might expeet considering the enviromment, but the corridor
was unspeakably untidy and malodorous, and the table wus
altogether nnattractive.

sscaping from the clutches of the grim ogre who presided
over this den, we succeeded in making a start for the railway
station. Ilere again two civilizations collided. A well-ordered
station, a clean and comfortable train, seemed to suggest ex-
amples of the highest material progress: but it was incongruous
to find one’s self followed into the waiting-room by a hungry
horde of filthy Cireassians clamoring for backsheesh, and to sce
the luggage hrled on the scale by gigantic porters, who looked
more like the doughty warriors of Schamyl than train-attend-
ants, while throngh the motley throng men in Russian military
uniform elbowed their irresistible paths, — for they were mas-
ters here over a race far nobler in aspeet than their own.  Yet
more singular was it to wateh the ticket-scller ealeulating every
itewr with the wire and balls used by children when learning the
multiplication-table. It took nearly an hour to have the luggage
weighed and rhe tickets bought by this process.

To ronnd off this extraordinary scene, as the train was about
to move off, three sons of Anak entered our car and demanded
further backsheesh.

“What wonld vou have?” said a Russian gentleman, with a
shrug. “ We have so much territory to eivilize, aud it takes so
long, for Russia ix poor.”

Quite trne, said 1 to myvsclf.  But I could not avoid wonder-

ing why, such being the case, Russia craves to continue adding
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to an already inwieldy mass of vast, mnamalgamated, and hete-
rogeneons clements.

It is only fair to add that the railway from Poti to Tiflis is a
marvel of cugineering skill. It follows the gorge of the Phasis
among the mountains for about onc lmudred and sixty miles,
constantly ascending by a grade so steep that in six hours the
road rises 3,027 feet, and the short train regnires two engines
to draw it.  Everywhere the scenery was most eaptivating,
especially in the neighborhood of Kutahis.  Noble eliffs, termi-
nating in basaltie ramparts, often enclosed the roaring waters of
the rushing stream; or steep slopes, cultivated from the water
to an extraordinary height, seemed to hang over the voad; or
idyllic valleys opened to cateh the sunlight, giving spaec for a
lmlet of wattled huts. I several gorges ancient castles were
deseried perched on the apex of seemingly inaccessible peaks,
now deserted and alone.  One of these venerable fortresses
was of vast extent: the clouds surged aronnd it like surf ot the
sea, and above somed the eagle, the sole tenant of that lofty
Licight.  These ruins hore the faney back to those picturesque
ages of romanee and song, which, if they served no other pur-
pose, were at least of use if they bequeathed sentiment and
poetry to ages more prosaie.

At frequent intervals the train stopped at towns of some size,
and at stations well-ordered and provided with excellent butfets.
Besides the warm meals in readiness for travellers whose ap-
petite was sharpened by the mountain air, eacli dining-room
was furnished with the sideboard peculiar to Russia, provided
with the zakooska of caviare, vodky, and other characteristic
appetizers, which it does not take long for the foreigner to
learn to appreeiate.

[t was very interesting at this stage of the jowrney to ob-
serve the various race-tvpes we met.  Most prominent, of

course, was the Georgian, or sonthern Circassian. . It was
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chiefly from this stock that recruits were obtained for the
havem of the voluptuaries of the seraglio,—a traflic now
extinet.  The physical beauty of this race has not been
exaggerated. Unlike some races, both sexes share in equal
proportion the wealth of attraction dowered upon them by a
bountiful Nature. 1 have seen no people to compire with
the Cireassians for such a high average of beauty, excepting
the Normans of the Channel lslands.  The fine shape of the
men is enhanced by their admirable semi-military costume, —
a aarh so graceful and picturesque that it has been adopted
1'3')' Russia, Turkey, and Persia for corps of the roval gnards.
The head is erowned with a red leather cap enciveled by lanb-
skin, of which the wool is worn with the cml either short or
long, black, gray, or white, to suit the taste of the wearer,
The ecaftan, or coat, fits tightly at the waist, but the Howing
skirts deseend nearly to the ankles, and the sleeves and the
waist are loosely elasped by buttons and corded Toops of vold
thread and silk, while the same material decorates the coat
with fieured patterns.  Acvoss the breast on ecach side is a
row of silver-topped eartridge-cases ; a brace of jewelled pis-
tols is but lialf concealed by the silken girdle which swathes
the narrow waist: one small white hand rests on the hilt of a
silver-monnted sabre, while the other hand lashes a riding-whip
against the polished boots which encase the shapely feet and
legs. On board of our train was a Georgian prinee who wore
this costume: he stood over six feet high.  From under cav-
ernots iron-gray evebrows flashed the cyes of a mountain
cagle, and the gray sheepskin shako was harmonized to his
person by a heavy iron-gray moustache of exactly the same
tint. At every station he left the car and walked up and down
the platform, as if to show himself to the people. 1 hardly
blamed lhim for such self-consciousness: for a more magnifi-

cent example of masculine beauty it would be difticult to find.
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With so many objects to interest and instruct us, the time
never passed tediously on our hands, although the train moved
at but moderate speed, and the delays at the numerous stations
nnder any other circnmstances would have been vexatiously
long.  There were no passengers besides owrselves in the ear
on the first day, excepting the Georgian prince.  The employees
were very civil, and the appointments of the car were excellent.
It was a compromise between an American saloon car and a
Furopean car of the first class.  There was unobstrneted passage
through the ear to the train: it was thonghttully provided with
those conveniences the absence of which often neutralizes halt
the comfort of railway travelling on the Continent; it was
also divided into a nnmber of apartments, all commmnicating
with each other : several families could thus enjoy at the same
time privacy or freedom as they chose. It is a pleasure to he
able to call the attention of the American tourist to this admi-
rable Transcanecasian railway. It presents but two important
ohjections, — there are no beds for night travel, and thieves so
abound that nothing must be lett in the cars nnguarded.

At sunset the train hegan to deseend to the platean, on which
the eapital of Georgia is sitnated.  After nightfall the heavens
shone with o wonderful display of lightning that flashed without
intermission from every part of the skv.  In the wild gleam the
rageed cliffs shone forth like mountains in Erebus,  The scene
snggested that deseribed i Milton’s nmortal second eanto of
“Parvadize Loxt”  Above the rattle of the train the roar of
heaven's artillery hoomed over these vast plains, and rolled
among the distant gorges in endless veverberation.  Weary and
humery, we finally arvived at Tiflis toward wmidnight.  The
ineredible rognery of every oflicial we encountered at the
station — {rom the cnnming duplicity and ruthless rapacity of
the arcli-rogue himself who condueted the buffet, to the eager

yalms of the lowest porter — shall not prevent me from statine
1 g
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that the station is one of the handsomest and Dest appointed
railway establishments in the world, and the bufiet admivable in
all respects except in the character of the proprictor, who Jaid a
deep scheme actually to rob us of our entive lnggage, —a plot
happily frustrated by the prudence to which we had been edu-
cated from the moment of our mrival in the Cancasns.  IFortu-
nately for the credit of the Rnssian name, this unfathomable
knave was not of Muscovite origin.

Greatly did 1 long to tarry a tew days at Tiftis, — a ity well
known in oriental history, and still possessed of considerable
importance.!  But circumstances l)(}j‘OHd my control urged me
to continue on to the Caspian without delay.  And therefore
at 1 A, . we re-entered our car and proceeded on onr journey
to Baki.

Fortunate was it for us that the railway between Titlis and
Baki had been opened about ten days before onr anrival at Ti-
flis.  Otherwise, instead of riding comfortably from that city to
Bakit by rail in twenty-four hours, we shonld have been obliged
to go over the route in springless troitkas, over a rough, trecless
road, traversing barren plains and mountains infested by brig-
ands, and weeks would have been required to accomplish the
distance. At Tiflis we exchanged onr Circassian prince of stately
micen for a Russian count, who was general of engineers.  Long
familiar with this region, his affability and information did mueh
to dissipate the monotouy of the ride over desolate plains be-
tween Tiflis and Bakd.  And vet why should I speak thus of the
vast steppes over which the voad led us on this most interesting

day?  Never yet have I seen any phase of Nature which was

1 On onr returu from Persia we were able to pass two agreeable days at Tiflis ¢ it is
pictaresquely sitnated on both sides of the rushing Knr, snd hias the remains of an inter-
esting old eastle on the heights.  But it is rupidly being trausformed into aomodern ecity.
At Tiflis the traveller finds excellent Kalieti wine, for which the Cauveasus is faomed. 1t is
rather surprising that this wine has not entered into eommerce ; it might be made to wdd
materially to the impoverished finanees of Russia.
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not full of suggestion to the faney, or which did not please the
eye with new varieties of form and color, and elevate the mind
by adding to its appreciation of the glory and wonders of erea-
tion. Nor did the vast wastes which lead to the Caspian prove
to be an exception.  The mountains that skirted them on the
north were bare to the last deoree ; but how soft the roseate tints
which clothed those heights of desolation; how tender the snow
of the farther ranges, so lofty and distant that they scemed like
clouds floating in the calm of a summer’s day!  Iow rich, too,
were the hues of the rank grass or the dry sedge which waved
like the modulated movement of the swrface of the sea in the
siching breeze that swayed from the distant Caspian!  Iow
interesting the dark, velvety c¢lumps of low verdwre scen here
and there like islands ; or the mirage that appeared like a vast
lake in which the Caneasian ranges bathed their feet! Ever
and anon, likewise, vast herds of cattle were seen browsing in
the sea of grass, attended by savage herdsmen clothed in long-
haired sheepskin cloaks, sporting double-edged yvataghans, and
spinning varn as they stalked over the plain.  And when the
sun set below a desert that stretched, level as the ocean, for
two hundred miles behind us, T never hefore realized to such a
degrec the grandenr of Nature or the splendor of the fiery orb,
which so many millions of old worshipped as a god.

These steppes are inhabited by nomads only. In summer
the ordinary population is inereased by wandering hordes from
Persia, to the number of forty thousand.  When this country
was captired by Russia, the right was allowed these nomads to
pasture their herds in the Transeancasus without sacrificing
their allegiance to Persin. The solitnde of the region invites to
brigandage, and no Fawropean dreams of moving anywhere be-
tween Tithis and the Caspian withont heing mmed to the teetlh
Terrible tales arve told of the cruelty of the bandits of these

plains.  There is a monument on the steppe that was erected to
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the memory of a heroic vouth who gave warning of an intended
attack of the brigands.  Frustrated in the attempt, but learning
of his deed, the brigands seized the boy, and after torturing him
in the most horrible manner buried him alive by the roadside,
leaving ouly his head exposed.  Thus he lingered several hours,
until death came to his relief.

It must be evident that great difficulties attended the construe-
tion of this part of the railway. No towns ave to be seen. The
only Furopean settlements are the few houses attached to cach
station, occupied chiefly by the officials of the railway. The
nearest approximation to a town in that region is Shemahir, mid-
way np the mountains, and many miles from the railhvay.  Water
tor the trains has been obtained by artesian wells.  Of course
there is no local traftie, and the road must depend, for a long
time vet, npon through freight and passage.  Although this is
likely to increase, owing to the growing importance of Bakd,
vet for the present at least the rates for passengers and lug-
gage are necessarily high and probably higher than upon any
other railway in existenee.

At nightfall the road slowly ascended the naked ridge which
bounds the eastern limit of the desert. At midnight we began
to descend towards the Caspian, and at once the waters of that
inJand sea, which I had so long yearned to hehold, were rvevealed
to us, white in the light of the moon, and a fleet of ships was
seen riding in the tranquil hay.  White, too, were the dry sand-
hills of Bakii, and the low houses clustered on a sandy plain.
As we stepped out of the train our nostrils were saluted by
a peculiar odor which gave a density to the air, and was ever
present so long as we remained at Bakd. 1t was the exhalation
from the petroleum that saturates the soil of all this region.

If Baki is not the most beautiful city I have seen, it is cer-
tainly one of the most remarkable. We drove several miles
from the station over a white solitude into a silent town. The
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stone honses were flooded with moonlight, but the streets were
without sound save the oceasional yelping of dogs.  Driving to
the 1lotel d'Lurope, we tound it impossible to obtain adinission.
There were vacant rooms, we were told, but it was late, and it
would never do to disturb the landlord, — and they might have
added, the crew of lazy servants. But one train arvives at Baki
every twenty-four hours, and yet this is the way travellers are
received at the best hotel in the citvy! Thus shelterless, stran-
gers in a strange town, we drove away to the Hotel d'ltalie.
There, after some cffort, we sneeceded in obtaining rooms.  Be-
fore we retired, our good friend the general of engineers, who
was also lodged there, came to our rooms to wish us a pleasant
shunber, with a hearty shake of the hand and bluft genial laugh
that weleomed us to Bak{l,  Geniality and cowrtesy are not small
factors in smoothing the rough way of life: but while they cost
nothing, they are yet grndged by many.  Our hotel, as revealed
to us by the morning light, was a curiously planned structure.
Imagine a corridor some three hundred feet long; on one side
were the sleeping-rooms, and on the other the large vard of the
inn stable. Through the whole length of this hall a row of small
tables was ranged for meals, @ window between cach  table.
Everything was condncted on the most slovenly and hrregular
svstem, and on every Lill charges were made for articles whieh
had never been ordered, yet for which it was insisted that we
should pay.  The natural result followed, that we were forcea
on the second day to engage apartments at the Hotel d'lEurope,
the one whicl had closed its doors against us on our first arrival.
Notwithstanding this inhospitality, travellers to Bakt will find
this hotel, if not a palace, at least the best east of Tiflis, —which
is not saying very much for it after all. It is provided with a
Liose, which may prove of exceptional wse, us we found it to be
when o mob of clamorous Persian porters crowded throngh the

door and swarmed up staivs after the luggage, on hearing a

toji )
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rnmor that we were about to embark.  The only way they could
be cot rid of was to bring out the hose and give them a soakine.,

= te - -
The frresiztible stream finally dispersed them, amid an uproar of

curses and vells,

1t is difiendt to kunow
where to begin in deserib-
ing Baka.  Perhaps it is
Detter to speak of it first
as a Persian eitv. For

= . P o
ages  the  Transeancasus

belonged to Persia. Bakn

was at that time an impor-

tant frontier fortress, hav-
ing the hest harbor on the

Caspian,—a  matter of

less consequence to Persia
than to Russia.  This town

still exists. Tt oceupies the

side of a hill; and 1s sur-
rounded by a fosse, walls,
and towers built after the
stvle peculiar to Persia
and India.  The top of
the battlements is cirenlar
instead of angular, and

they are pierced with loop-

holes for arrows.  The

gates are also machico-

lated.  On the seaside,

RELIC OF PERSIAN ARCHITECTURE AT B.\K{'.

near the water, is an enor-

mous round tower one lnmdred feet high, called Kalé y Duktér,
or Maiden’s Tower. Toward the sea the tower assumes the form
of a solid wedge of masonry, which may have been intended

92

b
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botli to defleet balls thrown from ships and as a buttress to
resist the downward pressure of the hill-side.  This tower is
used at present for a lighthouse. The old town is almost
exclusively oceupied by Perstans who retain their peculiar
architecture, their bazaars, and their baths.  The houses are
generally built in the form of a hollow cowrt. Even the coat-
of-arms of Persia is still scen over the entrance to the haths.
It represents a rampant lion, over whose shoulders bursts the
sun, with a hmman face in the centre. The Russians partly owe
their suceess in retaining their Asiatic possessions to wisely
declining to iuterfere with the enstoms or pursuits of the subju-
gated. It will be observed that, unlike the Turks, the Persians
scem content to reiain instead of emigrating when their territory
comes under Christian rule. It possible, Bak(l is even more a
Persian city to-day than formerly, for every other person one
meets wears the sheepskin cap of Persin, and  displays the
keen black eyes, swarthy complexion, and handsome features
of Iriin.

Aromnd the old eity built by the Persians a new eity has
grown up; and the total population is now npward ot forty thon-
sand.  Fifteen years ago Bakl was, in point of fact, a Persian-
walled town, although wnder Russian rule. To-day it is also a
large and rapidly growing Inropean city, with a highly hnpor-
tant conmmerce. What has done this 2 The answer is, petrolewm !
From the time of Herodotus it has been known that the shoves
of the Caspian abounded in naphtha, bitumen, and inflanmnable
oil.  But it does not scem to have oceurred to any one to make
this oil available for commerce, until after its possibilities had
heen tested by the development of the coal-oil trade of the
United States. There is always a first time. The time for Baki
arrived with the governor who was sent there fifteen vears ago.
To him ocanred the idea that in her vast supply of petroleum

Russia possessed a mine of wealth, destined to rival the gold
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fields of California. The chief dificulty trom the outset Wits,
not in obtaining the oil, but in refining it to the degree wheve it
could rival the petrolewm in America. It contains more naphtha
than the American oil; and considerable effort has been expended
in devising means to free the oil from this ingredient.  Although
A% vet not as pure as our petroleum, that of Baki is at least
sutticiently elear to make it evident that unless our traders take
the greatest precantions, Russia is on the point of winuning a
large part of our markets for this now very important article
of commerce. In 18835 the export of petroleum from Baka
reached the snm of fifteen millions of dollars. A large fleet of
square-rigged vessels is engaged in transporting the commneree
of Bakd, which is also a station for several lines of steamers.
These boats have been built in sections in England and Sweden,
and floated down the Volga.  But recently fine vessels of one
thousand tons have Dbeen built at Kazan.  They carry large
sail-power, as the prevailing winds of the Caspian ave too valu-
able an aid to locomotion to be dispensed with.  But the peenl-
tarity of these rakish little steamers is the engine, invented by
a Russian.  Petrolewm, instead of wood or coal, is the motive-
power. .\ small steam-engine is required to start the engine:
but that once done, the petrolenm is forced through fine aper-
tures, in the form of an impalpable spray, into the finnace,
and produces enormous heat.

The abundance of the petroleum is indicated by the fact
that at the extensive petroleum wells, several miles north of
Baku, the work is conducted at night by the aid of the flames
perpetnally bursting out of the earth. At least three thousand
years ago these inflaimmable springs were widely known.  Even
more remarkable, perhaps, becanse more often brought to one's
attention, is the evidence of the petroleum apparent even in the
most frequented thoroughfares of Bakii. The dust is laid by
the oil oozing through the swrface. In many places it lies in
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pools, like stagnant water, and the poorer people scoop it np
and use it for cressets in the shops.

For the vest, the city is cleanly and well built, aud would be
an agrecable place of residence but for the fine dust blown from
the surrounding hills in the terrible wind-storms which gave the
name to the place.  Bukit means “the place of winds.”  During
owr stay there it blew for two days from the north, like the mis-
tral of the south of I'rance. The city and the sea appeared hazy
with smoke.  Men walked the streets with mouths, cars, and
nostrils mutftled.

Naturally an air of thrift and prosperity must be diffused
about a place which has grown so rapidly. A fine esplanade
extends the whole length of the city along the sea-front.  The
lower or ground story of all the buildings on this long street is
occupied by shops.  Nearly halt of these shops are cither tea-
houses or moneyv-changers’ offices.  They are all open to the
street.  As one passes, he sces bright-eyed Persians on low
diviins, sitting on their heels, Persian fashion, counting and
weighing coin, or sipping tea and smoking the kalian.  Thus, at
every turn, one jostles a group of Persians; but when he is
about to conclude that the city belongs to them, a barouche
whirls by witl a hevy of handsome Russian ladies, or a Cossack
orderly lashes the idlers who interfere with his onward stride.
One of the oddest sights of Bak( is presented by the Persian
women, veiled o that even their eves are invisible, and squatting
on the steps of the pier washing linen in the sea.  Suddenly the
arcat bell of the Cathedral hooms over the eity, and you are
reminded, lest vou forget the fact. that you are in a nominally
Christian, and not a Moslem, town.

The saving goes, that not a blade of grass, much less o tree,
ean grow at Bakd.  But the perseverance of the Government
has availed to draw sunbheams out of cucumbers. A beautiful

public garden at the southern end of the eity, well laid out with
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winding walks and shaded with shrabbery and lotty plants, has
at last disproved this saving. 1t is, however, true that no soil
could be more nneongenial to vegetation than that of Bakd.

It was wy fortune to be in Bakil the day of the coronation
of Alexander 111, The streets and houses were gay with stream-
ers and banners.  From dawn till davlight the Cathedral bell
boomed its sonorous 7e LDewn over the rejoicing eity.  Far out
beyond the doors of the chureh stood a dense and devout throng,
barcheaded under a burning sun, listening to the chanting of
the anthems of thanksgiving. At night the city was one blaze
of lieht, for cressets containing balls saturated with petroleum
flashed frow street to street. From the sea the effeet was magi-
cal and magnificent. It was impossible not to feel a sympathetic
glow kindle the heart, as one saw the enthusiasm and joy of «a
great people losing themselves on a sublime national festival like
this, however one might hesitate to approve the policy of their
Government  The stranger wandering through the streets in this
peculiar city by this inland sea, so far away from the eivilization
of the West, forgot for awhile the terrors of nilhilism and that
antoeracy which, with a semblance of progress, ix ever aiming

to gratify the lust of a pitiless and insatiable ambition at the

g
expense of the repose of LFurope and Asia.

One of the most singular mental effects I noticed on myself
was that produced whenever I walked to the quay and saw the
laree fleet rocking in the port.  Shelley’s “.\lastor” had from
carly youth haunted my memory, and given me the impression
that the Casplan was a weird sea of dreams, with shores tenanted
by the ghosts of vanished empirves; with a coast which was a
reedy morass trodden only by the Dbittern and the crane; with
waters gray in the haze of a perpetual twilight; a vast, myste-
rious solitude.  Such in part it is on the eastern shore: but at
Bakt the Caspian conveys no such idea.  Square-rigged ships

ride at anchor by scores; the port is husy with wherries and sail-
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boats darting hither and thither; and heavily-sparred steamers
of five hundred to one thousand tons are constantly cutermgy
and leaving the docks.  The peculiarity which chietly distin-
enishes these ships from those of other seas is the rig. Two-
top=ail xchooners with rakish masts abounded, looking thoroughly
pimtiunl and like vessels common elsewhere thirty-five vears
ago, but no longer in use exeept on the Caspian.  Brigantines
\\1tl| a small topsail on the maiumast, sloops with a square top-
sail, and other obsolete vigs were to he seen on this sea, which
has fashions of its own, has no relations with any other sea,
is neither tresh nor xalt, and whieh alko enjovs the freak
Iving nearly one hundred feet below the level of the ocean.
We left Baki at midnight, at the height of a tervific norther.
hut by keeping close mnder the lee of the shore we smoothened
the water until owr arrival at Lankoran, where a lee could he
made i case the wind shifted or inereased.  The vessel was the
small iron steamer “ Armenin” - She had no state-rooms, and we
were forced to sleep on the sotas. When the wind moderated,
the meals were served on deck under an awning.  The erew
and cook were Persiaus. The captain was a burly, shant-eved
Alaskan.  Ile could speak broken Enelish; and claimed Amer-
ican eitizenslnp on the score of his birth in Alaska, although
the sou of o Russian governor and an Aleutian woman.  1le
was easv-natured and polite, and dispensed the honors at his
table with o generous hand. The following day we tonched at
Lankovin, an old Persian town, now under Russian sway. It
is a pretty place, embowered in dense foliage, on an alluvial
plain at the foot of a chain of mountains which are outposts of
the orander mountains of northern Persia.  1n the afternoon
we came to Astarfi, on the fronticr. It resembles Launkorin.
Lankordn means in Persian “the place of anchorage.™  The
reader will observe that it offers one of the many resemblances

which exist between the Sauserit and the lnglish tongue.
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The following worning we anchored off the port of Fuzeli)!
a Persian town.  This is the usual place for making a landing
on Persian soil.  But as it lies at the extreme southern end
of the Caspian, and can be reached only by crossing o danger-
ons bar on which the whole range of the northerly winds have
play, it frequently happens that no landing can be effeeted, and
the steamer is obliged to proceed to Asterabiid on the southwest
coast, which greatly adds to the length and diffienltics of the
jowney to Telierin. A heavy and inereasing swell was rolling
our steamer’s side alimost under when we amived at Enzeli. But
happily we were saved the hazud of evossing the bar in clhusy
boats manned by Tubberly boatmen.  The steam-yacht of the
Shah, courteously placed at our disposal, carried us comfort-
ably over the vollers of the bar to the swmer pavilion of his
Majesty, at Euzeli.

1 Prouounced Idnzelee.



CHAPTER 1L
FROM LNZELD TO TEIERAN.

\\TE were received on landing in Persia by the Melhmandar,!
'V General Mehmét Taghy Khn, together with a crowd
of dignitaries and a file of soldiers, who welcomed us with
the roll of drnms.  After an elaborate breakfast we were taken
to another pavilion, constrneted in several stories, resembling
in shape the porcelain tower of Nankeen.  The interior was
decorated with small mirrors, glazed tiles, and stained glass.
The upper room was lined with glass in geometric designs.
The view thenece was very interesting.  We looked down on
the wmbrageons little town, the white sands, the bar, and the
Caspian fading into the north, aud over the Lake of Enzeli to
the lofty clitts of Dulfék.  From Enzeli we crossed the lagoon
called the Muordab, in the Shal’s steamer, and anchored at the
mouth of a stream up which we were towed in boats. The boat-
men from time to time invoked Mahiomet and Alee to their aid.
We reached Peree Bazaar, at the head of this primitive navi-
gation, at four of the afternoon.  This is a hamlet forming the
port of Reseht, at a bend of the tawny stream.  Ou the left was
a pottery, where nude workmen turned clay of the bank into
rude hut not inelegant vessels.  On the right were clustered a
few boats and dugouts, and a group of forlorn mules and don-
kevs; the drivers were idly smoking under the cheudirs.  In
the centre of the picture a number of noble Araly steeds, superbly

1 Melmanddr is the title given to the funetionary deputed by the Shab 1o meet foreign
envoys on their arrival at the frontier of Persh,
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cnpzn'isonod, were grouped before the Konak, or Government

building.
Weo were ushered np a flight of dark staivs into an open hall,

where we were received by the Valee (or governor) of the Prov-

A PAVILION OF THE SHAH AT ENZELI.

ince of Ghilin.  With him were a nmnber of Persian notables,
and the table was alveady spread with confectionery. After the
eustomary refreshments, we were imformed that evervthing was
prepared for our ride to Rescht. The ladies praceeded first in

a carriace. A few minntes later 1T descended with these digm-
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taries and my private seeretary (Mr, Coit) to the court helow, and
mounted.  The ride led for six miles throngh a beautiful coun-
try, rich verdure spreading on every hand, including extensive
rice-fields for which the region is famous. IHalf way to Rescht
we were met by six governors of towns with their attendants,
awaiting ns on horseback by the side of the road.  After offer-
ing their salutations, they wheeled into our train, and we con-
tinued thus to the outskirts of Rescht, where a crowd of notables
of the place, headed by the mayor, were watching for our arrival.
After words of welcome, they preceded the train through the
winding streets and bazaars, which were crowded with Dby-
standers. At the farther end of the city we came to the exten-
sive residence of the Valee.  Oun dismounting, we were hailed
by the blare of music; and the citizens who had escorted me
took this opportunity to ask leave to retire, but the notables
accompanied us into the reception-roon.  Several rows of dishes
heaped with confectionery were spread across the floor, indicat-
ing, according to Persian custom, that the guest was expected to
have a pleasant taste in the mouth when he received a welcome.
Refreshments having been served, the notables in turn requested
leave to vetire, which in this case at least was granted with

cued.  An

entire willingness, as by this time I was somewhat fati
claborate dinner, semi-Persian, semi-European, was served at
nine, preceded by hors d’aueres laid out on a table, with brandy
and arrack,

The day following onr arrival, I was waited on by the Hakém
(or chief judge) of the district; and after him called the agent of
the Forcign Office, who is stationed at Rescht. He was a young
man of short stature, of amiable address and insinnating voice.
Reasonably familiar with Irench, he presented an interesting
example of o elass of minds oftener met with in the Iast than
in the West,—a man of affairs;, who is at the same time an

intense lover of the attractions of Natnre, It was evident trom
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the constant allusions and deseriptions in his conversation that
my visitor was of a poetic turn of mind, and an ardent admirer
of the beauty of flowers, the soug of hivds, and the chatter of
running brooks.

It is proper to emphasize here the fact, that we were enter-
tained at Rescht in a manner almost unique for hospitality.
The Mchmandir had arisen before davbreak to meet us at
Enzeli, and we were now quartered in the residenee of the Valee
of Ghilan, one of the first magnates of the kingdom, who enjoyvs
one of the few herveditary offices of Persia.  The bnilding eom-
prehended three courts, or gardens, and was of course divided
into the main dwelling, where we were, and the Anderooun, or
apartments of the women.  The part we were in included a
large veception-room on the first floor, with divans in an alcove,
and a three-fold window between them overlooking a garden.
The heavy sashes were filled with numerous small panes and
bits of stained glass.  The character of the exterior, decorated
with carved wood, brick mouldings and stucco, in a style pecu-
liar to the northern provinees of DPersin, is well suggested by
the engraving on page 33. The floor of the reeeption-room
was overlaid with beautiful rugs.  The ceiling was composed of
cross-beams earved and tinted, and the square spaces or deep

oold.  De-

panels Detween were blue pieked-ont with stars in g

tween two doors closed with portidres Inmg a life-size portrait
of Nasr-ed-Deen Shah, by the artist Nassoud, a young DPersian
recently deeeased.

The dining-room overlooked the garvden between the two
houses: the table was profusely deeorated with flowers at every
meal. T found that European chairs are used here somewhat,
and that the old Persian fashion of eating with fingers is erad-
ually giving way among the upper classes to the use of kuives
and forks. The cnisine was highly claborate.  Among the

dishes, evidently for owr benetit, were several borrowed from
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the IFrench cuisine.  DBut at every meal we also had the inva-
viable dish of vice.  Here pillaf is called pillo and chillé.  The
vice is that of Ghilin. The grain is small, and has a pungent
odor 1 have never noticed in any other variety of rice. Like
the Turks, the Persians know the art of cooking rice dry, and
yet thoronghly ;s but they have many ways of serving it, often
with raisins or meats. It is also hrowned on the top. It is ens-
fomary to serve a cold pilld eut in blocks, and immediately after
a hot dish of rice.  Wines of Casbeen and Shiriiz, together with
an occasional bottle of English porter, were also provided at
these meals.  Varions dishes of nuts, pistachios, dried frnits,
confectionery, and pickles were spread on the table, and be-
tween the courses our host not nnfrequently selected choice hits
and laid them on the plates of his guests,—a pleasant native
custom showing kindly sentiment. A large number of attend-
ants stood at one end of the room, and much COremIony was
shown with the entrance and serving of each dish.  Altogether
the two daily meals, together with the previous honr of chatting
over the hors d'wurres and smoking in the reception-room, con-
sunied more than five hours of the day.

The broad walk of the garden leading up to the reception-
room was attractively illuminated cvery evening with cressets
fixed in the ground.  Our sleeping apartments occupied nearly
the whole of the sccond floor, his Excelleney the Governor
having entively abandoned this building to us during ounr stay
here.  We ascended to the second floor by a massive winding
staircase of stone. At the foot of the stairway stood a sen-
tinel.  Our vooms were whitewashed and simply furnished, the
mattresses being laid on the floor; entire absence of tables and
chaivs was evident at a glance.  And vet it would he a mistake
to assime for this rcason that the Persians are void of a sense
of clegance and comfort, as one fresh from an American home

of wealth might conclude.  On the  contrary, if the poet
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Thomson had been there he might well have aseribed these
apartments to the Castle of Indolence, which his Muse has de-
seribed in such Iuscious and voluptuous measures.

I da not here insist that the workmanship there displaved was
in all vespeets finished after Western notions, for the tools of the
Persians are rude ; but I noticed evervwhere a genius sensitive
to artistic eftfeets; a keen and poctic appreciation of beauty,
and a consmmmate adaptation of climatic needs to the materials
at hand.  And I must frankly say that I gained more genuine
artistic satistaction ont of this provincial residence at Rescht
than from the most sumptuous structures I have ever seen in
the United States.  Evervwhere I saw beauty combined with a
feeling of repose; in a word, adaptation, simplicity, ad ther-
ouglt artistic effeet.  On the floors the richest carpets Persia
can boast allured the eve, and upon these the mattresses were
laid.  Evervwhere the foot moved silently on velvet, woven
into the most exquisite and irregularly regular designs, — which
sngeested that a personal element entered into their warp and
woof instead of the mechanical action of unfeeling iron and
steam. The windows descended to the floor, and were closed
like those deseribed in the reception-room.  Reclining in orien-
tal case on the cuslioned carpets, one can easily dispense with
chairs, as he quafls the aromatic tumbik of Shiriz in a silver
kaliin, and gazes lainguidly on the mighty ranges of Elburz
towering grandly above the forests of Ghilin and the red roofs
of Rescht. The massive walls furnished numerous square niches
alled tawchtehes, which served hoth as tables and closets: and
the arch which led to a recessed-window was honeveombed
with a cluster of depressions, semi-angular or octaconal, which
form a characteristic feature of Saracenic architecture.  Around
the side of our apartments was a broad veranda overlooking
the gardens, and a highly picturesque Iméun Zadé, or tomb of

a saint, canopied by the massive foliage of a venerable chendr.
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Every evening we were entertained by the magnificent voices of
a man and a boy, who sang the eall to prayvers,—one from the
roof of the bath; the other from the veranda adjoining owr rooms.
They scemed to vie in responding, each appearing to smrpass
the other with the full-throated metallie ring of their eadences.
The air seemed dead after the echo of their song had died away
on the twilight ealm.

An invitation was extended to the ladies of the Legation to
visit the ladies of the Governor'’s Ilarem.  According to custom,
word was sent beforchand to anmowmee the howr of the visit.
The hostess, or chief wife, and her attendants, with the other
wives and concubines, were found in the Anderoon, dressed in
their most elegant and costly jewels, and in apparel of a nature
to fill one with amazement. The character of this costmne is
indicated by the cut on a subsequent page, representing the
simmer dress of Persian ladies.  While extremely ignorant and
naturally full of enriosity, the ladies of the Governor’s house-
hold comported themselves with much dignity and gracetul
courtesy.

On the same afternoon the Mehmandir invited me to a little
promenade on horseback, accompanied by the invariable scarlet-
clad mace-hearers on foot, and attendants on horse-back.  Taking
a road throngh the side streets of Rescht, we ambled at a gentle
piace to a snmmer house of his Majesty a few miles out, where
we were treated to the kalidin and tea, the materials having
been brought by one of the attendants in a sack snspended to
the saddle. aceording to Persian eustom.  The Mehmandar then
snggested a stroll about the rice-fields.  This Provinee is noted
for the enlture of rice and silk.  The square spaces of silk-like
oreen rice glistening above the water in its spring growth were
beautiful, enclosed as thev were by harriers of turf and clnmps
of pictwresque folinge; at this season the danger of malarial

poisoning is comparatively slicht.  Women secmed to be chiefly
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engaged in the cultivation of the plant. They wore no veils,
and when they saw us simply turned their backs.

It was « circumstance worth noting that the farmers had
fearlessly built their mud hovels on mounds entirely surrounded
by rice-fields. These honses and the adjoining storehounses were
roofed with a tent-like covering of thateh; and the habit of
keeping the doors tightly closed after dark, while excluding fresh
air, doubtless exeludes also the pestilential air exhaled by the
rice-ficlds after snuset.  In one of these primitive barns we saw
a laree mass of ecaterpillars feeding on mulberry leaves, and
weaving around themselves a coflin of silk. They were spread
over a light frame-work, and the rustling of so many creeping
things was very singular. I noticed in the fields a peculiar
species of cattle, which until now I supposed confined altogether
to India.  They are uniformly black and sleek, but their chicf
peculiarity is a hump of flesh directly over the shoulder.

On the following afternoon I returned the call of the agent
of the Foreign Ofiice, accompanied by the Mehmandir.  This
functionary showed his esthetic instinets by the location sclected
for his house, which faced a beantiful meadow flanked by spread-
ing cheniirs.  On the farther side were picturesque granges
nestled amid the most luxuriant vegetation, and this enchauting
picture of rural peace and prosperity was enclosed by the purple
ranges of Klbwrz.  The low sin dappled the green with long
creeping shadows and bars of golden splendor.  The entrance
was swrronnded with attendants waiting to usher us to the
reeeption-room. It was with zome regret that I passed from this
sunny seene into a dark court, and picked an uncertain way up
a dark and frregular staivway.  Dut this really served as a sort
of artistic foil to enhance the pleasure of entering a charming
little room opening on a baleony that overlooked the prospect
deseribed above.  We were soon in a pleasant discussion over

the Persian poets, accompanied by the invariable refreshments.
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As the howr was delightful, a walk into the fields was pro-
posed, and we started out accompanied by a troop of mounted
attendants. It was a most beautiful evening, and the seenery
would compare favorably with the loveliest landscapes in
EKurope.  The pastoral quietide was enhanced by the flocks
retirning home.  The Melmandar was in excellent spirits, and
requesting us to sit down in a cirele on the turf ordered the
kalian to be bronght; then the men were directed to ride the
horses at full speed across the meadows. These Persians can
all keep on a horse so long as they have a Persian saddle
under them.  After a fine display of the mettle of these Arab
steeds, we strolled to the bank of & mmddy stream running be-
tween high elay banks. A number of peasants were bathing
in a deep pool. The Mehmandir threw them small coin, which
led to some boisterons sport. This tempted him to a display
of the power of masters over servants, sneh as would be smpris-
ing anywhere except in the East.  Ile ordered the mace-bearers
to leap into the water.  Several of them without the slightest
lhesitation plunged in with their clothes on.  Another, who was a
poor swinmmer, hesitated, and at the bidding of the Mchmandir
the attendants threw him in.  To one who believes in the
dignity of man, whatever be his station, the sport was not
agreeable.

Twilight having now set in, we monnted and turned home-
wards.  As we approached the eity, several of the attendants
suddenly darted ahead at a word from the Mchmandar and
were soon ont of sight.  The reason was explained when
we entered the winding streets of the city, where the attend-
ants reappeared with inmnense lanterns formed of figured cloth
stretehied on elaborately carved liead and foot pieces composed
of brass. The effect of the eavaleade was now highlyv pictu-
resque, winding amid the shaded lanes preceded by large

lanterns.
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RESIDENCE OF THE VALEE AT RESCHT.

On  Saturday afternoon  the
Russian consul at Rescht, M.
Vlassof, called. He is evidently
a man of the world, and like all
educated Russians speaks French
adimirably. e cordially invited
us to dine at his house the same
evening, offering his carriage for
the ladies. Passing from a nar-
row lane and through a low door,

on alighting at the residence of
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M. Vlassof, we suddenly found ourselves in a spacious court
filled with trees and slinbbery, from whose branches munerons
gayly-painted lanterns distributed a vartegated light over a pool
and fountain of flashing water. The clements of the seene were
perhaps simple enough, but the effect was none the less inter-
esting and fairy-like.  We found a mansion elegantly furnished
in luropean style, charmingly suggesting the East, with tigers’
skins and oriental dvaperies and arms, and were courteonsly
received by Madame Vlassof, an English lady, whe gracefully
did the honors. Dinner was preceded, Russian style, by the
zakooska of caviare, brandy, and other appetizers spread on a
small side-table.

In the midst of dinner a messenger from the Valee was an-
nomnced.  ITe said that a telegram had been received from the
Shali nrging my speedy arvival at the capital. T made imme-
diate arrangements for ns all to start on the following day. At
the first station the Iadies were to be left to come on slowly by
cavavan, while I was to go more expeditionsly by chappi or post
travelling. It was no small enterprise to engage the needed
men and animals, the cook, the tachtraviin,! ete., for hoth parties,
and start i Jess than twentv-fowr howrs. But we sueceeded.
At fonr ran the square before the Valee's house was full of men
and hovses, together with several sumpter mules of characteristic
vicionsness,  Now it would be a horse that kicked up its heels;
then amule wonld give a snort, and strike out towards all points
of the compass.  Then the tachtravin or the kajeveéh?® was not
rightlv adjusted. Finally, however, we got under weigh.  Persian
etiquette vequired me to lead, on the nobhle sorrel Arab 1 had
ridden sinee my arrival, preceded by ten mace-hearers on foot,
and followed by twenty officials of Reschit on horseback.  The
Mclnnandar rode on my left.  Behind ns came the tachtravéin

LA covered litter earried by mules, used by ladies and invalids.
2 The kajevéh is a covered seat swang on each side of a mule.



FROM ENZELI TO TEHERAN. SH)
with the ladies, attended by my sceretary; then the kajevéh
with the maid, whose weight was halanced by ]llg';;»‘:lg'c; and
finally the sumpter mules and a erowd of mounted attendants.

1Having reached the outer limits of Rescht and the post-honse
where horses were in readiness for the Mchmandir and wyself,
the gentlemen of Rescht politely wished us a godspeed, and
requested permission to return to the city. This was granted
in the politest terms I conld eommand, thanking them in the
name of my Govermment for the kind reception accorded to
the American legation while tarrying in the limits of their beau-
tiful and flonrishing city.  After their departure I dismonnted
with some regret from my Arab steed, the Melhmandir Taghi
Khan also disinounting, and we cach bestrode a spare, rvather
sorrv-looking, small-sized, but tough post-horse, and started off
at a hard gallop, accompanied by Mr. Whipple, one of onr excel-
lent American citizens resident in Persia, who was retirning to
Tabreez.  Our retinue now consisted simply of the hody-servant
of the Mchmandir and the post-boy, who carried our moderate
impedimenta in saddle-bags.  The post-hoy led the way, whip in
hand. 1 soon observed that these post-boys ride their horses
as i an integral part of the animal.  No part of them appears
to move separately except the right hand, which evermore goes
ceaselessly up and down like a pump-handle, gently tapping
the belly of the horse with the end of the lash.  The effect is
very singubir. 1 found that my horse required the same regu-
lar stiimulant to keep him at the pace for which he was intended
by the fate that doomed him to go throngh this life at a steady
canter on a post-road, until lis weary limbs should give ont,
and he be left by the roadside to feed the vultures which soar
in the blue heavens watching for hix last pangs.  This was the
first time 1 had ridden on horseback any distance for years,
and T soon began to realize that I had some hard work and a

call for endnrance before 1 shonld see the gates of Teherin.
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But there was no alternative, unless I wished to reach the eapi-
tal after the departure of his Majesty, — in which case T should
have to remain, according to Persian diplomatic etiquette, with-
out the eity gates wntil his retirn, which would not he until
October.

The honr was delightful, and the scenery evervwhere charm-
e, We often encomntered rice-fields at first; hut as these grew
scarcer, the forests bhegan to grow more frequent. Towards
nightfull we amived at Doschembé Bazaar, which iz a ¢uadran-
gular caravanseral containing stopping-places for travellers, and
numerous shops.  Bach Tuesday a market is held there ; henee
the name.  The rooms over the gate were at our disposal, and
were provided with tables and two or tlree iron hedsteads. Tt
was very pleasant after a hard ride of several howrs to sit on
the little balecony in the twilight, gazing on a quiet landseape
over which gray night was slowly ereeping, while the westen
skv was vet tinged with the golden radiance of a lovely sunset.
The neighboring thickets were musical with the nightingale's
song, and mder a grand old plane-tree by the gate a venerahle
Persian was kneeling at his evening orison.

As we sat there smoking the pipe of peace and quictly chat-
ting, a horseman dashed up to the gate hringing a telegram for
me from his Majesty the Shah. It was to the effeet that, desir-
ous of showing hiz good-will towards the United States on the
arrival of the first minister from that conutry to Persia, he had
decided to receive me on entering the capital with all the honors
awarded to the highest rank of envovs. I requested the Meh-
mandir to veply that 1 vespeetfully acknowledged the gencrous
sentiments of his Majesty, and cordially aceepted the reception
e bad offered.  Soon after sending my reply the tinkle of hells
was heard i the distanee, drawing neaver and nearer.  Soon
the caravan of our party hegan to appear, and hy the time dinner

was ready the ladies and the Inggage arived.  We slept, some

by e
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ont beds, some on the floor, others on the baleonv.,  Betore dav-
break all were stirring, and the fragrance ot coffee floated on

aray broke over the free-tops

the =till cool air as a streak of
in the east.

It was with some misgivings that I now cut loose from my
family, leaving them to come on slowly and but ill provided
tor a rough jowney over the lonely mountains of a strange
land.  But duty urged me on, and in six howrs I had placed
torev-cight miles between them and my party.  Althongh the
long gallop was somewhat fatigning, T could not aveid constant
emotions of pleasure as we passed throngh one of the loveliest
landscapes on the globe.  Dense primeval forests were around
ns: here and there a glade was formed by the falling of ereat
trees, whose elant trunks lay proue on the turt covered with moss
and vines, like the columns of some forgotten temple of old.
Numerous brooks murmured throngh the forest, which was mu-
sical with the songs of many birds.  What surprised me was the
abundance of the pomegranate trees, whose scarlet blossoms
gleamed like sparks of fire in the green glooms of the forest.
No chiromatic harmony of Nature gives me more pleasure than
that of the searlet and green of the coronated blossom and the
clossy leat of this lovely tree. It is vemarkable for its rave
combination of peculiar tints; while the scarlet is of an unusual
tint verging on orange, the green exactly matches it, also verging
on vellow.

At the village of Imfim Zadé we cane ont on a plain erossed
by a stream, and T could find no kimgnage to express my entli-
siasm at the magnificent prospect revealed when we emerged
from the forest. On one side of the road, where we stopped
at a wavside booth for a cnp of tea with a raw ege heaten
into it and served to ns in the saddle, there wax a lofty wooded
height, on whose sides nestled a village.  The conical thatehed

roofs peeped above the shrubbery in picturesque  confusion.
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On a sharp elevation adjoining was the tomb of a =aint (hence

orinis and  fravellers.

O

the name) and an open lodging for pil
Opposite this village was o tremendons rose-gray monntain,
nearly ten thousand feet hich, crested with a wreath of hoht
clonds, and terminating inan abmpt precipice that dropped to
the plain some four thousand feet. The Yosemite boasts no
clift grander than that. This noble mountain is ealled Dulfék,
and forms an ontlyving spur of the Elbwrz. From Imiéun Zadé
we left the plain, and gradvally entered the monntain vegion
which separates the moist and verdant Ghilin from the dry and
arid plains sonth of the Klbwrz, Many a romantic glen we
threaded, and many a babbling stream we forded.  Beantiful
was the gradual change from the superalundant wealth of veg-
ctation on the north side of the mountains to the sublime
aridity and desolation ot the sonth side as we passed from one
to the other, and entered the wide winding valley ot the Sefeed
Rood River. 1 eall it a valley, but it is in veality a vast hed,
partly gravelly sand, partly alluvial silt, covered in parts with
ercen patches of rvice-fields, which in the rainy season, or with
the melting ot the snows, is liable to be entirely covered with a
tawny Hood.  As it is, in summer the viver is about one lnndred
to one hundred and fifty vards wide, very deep and vapid. But
tfor the latter quality it might well he navigable at least for hoats
of ten to fifteen tons.  Poor Persia ! even her vivers fail to be of
service to her,— they ave so wild and turiows. But perhaps there
may be in this an advantage. The long integrity ot Persia as a
nation may he partly: owing to the extreme difticalty of aceess
to the heart of the country, At times the road overlnmge the
river several handred feet. Opposite to us the grand, desolate
nountains rose into the unfathomable blue.

Towards noon Koodoom came in sight, miles away on «
long reach of good road.  Giving our horses the rein and the

whip, we galloped straight tor it, as it fresh and  unwearied.
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After a steaming cup of tea from the ever-ready samovar, |
threw myselt on amat on the tloor, The cool momntain-hreeze
soon tanmed me to sleep. When T awoke, the Mehmandir was
- kneeling at his prayer, and the tinkle of the hells of the flocks
stragehing to the folds told me it was near the close of day. .\
bath, another enp of tea, and a fragrant kalian hrought a re-
viving sense of appetite.  On walking out on the roof, it was
impossible not to be impressed by the grandewr of the spaces
and heiehts around me and the gense of solitude, which vet
wax 1ot oppressive.  The quietnde was soothing and restful:
Nature scemed to have exerted herself to produce a pleasing
effeet with bare mountains and a single rushing river.  The
station was situated on a lotty slope, which enabled one to com-
mand the fluvial valley and overlook the southern heights of
the mighty Dulfék. I wmust sav, however, that solitude en-
closed by momntains which seem to have no outlet s to me
far more oppressive than the solitude of a vast plain or of the
sea.  For the limitations of space are too visible: little ix left
to the imagmation, and the mind 1= cramped by a sense of im-
prisomnent. 1 am pleased with monutain scenery. I love ir
profoundly, if it forms one side of a landseape.  But T never
conld he contented to dwell long in a place entirely stwrounded
by mountaing : my soul wonld he stitled.

Sitting on a namad or rug of felt, we partook with zest of a
suncculent dinmer of ragouts and pillaff.  Gossip and eigavettes
followed.  The Mehmandar had been many vears in Eunrope,
and spoke French fluently.  Whatever be the private character
of an Oriental and a Persian, they all seem to he gentlemen in
their manners, and to be masters of the art of conversation,

passing easily trom **orave to gav, from lively to severe”
From Koodoom we proceeded at dawn of the tollowing day,
from station to station, sealing the lofty pass of Kharzin, nearly

scven thousand feet above the sea, until we came to Agh Babad.
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Iere we were met by the Kalantir (or mayor) of Casbeen,
who escorted us to a reception-room over the gate of the vil-
lage. The rafters of the ceiling were carved, and painted blue

and scarlet, picked-ont with
oold; the floor was cov-
ered with rich carpets, and

in the centre was spread a

long array of dishes piled

VILLAGE BETWEEN KOODOOM AND CASBEEN.

with confeetionery, which
the Kalantir presented to me with some graceful words of wel-
come. We found carriages of the Shal awaiting ns at Agfl
Baba, and rapidly rode thence to Casbeen. which lay before ns
on the plain an oasis of verdinre, whose orchards were quiver-
ing with mirage. A peasant ran across the fields with a voung

gazelle as a present, veceiving of comrse an equivalent in silver.



FROM ENZELI TO TEHERAN. A1

Before we reached the eity a group of mounted gentlemen were
seen approaching ; on being informed that they were coming to
escort me into the citv, [ sent my thanks, but requested the
privilege of entering quietly, as the dust and rough carb of
travel made an official reception inexpedient. T was swrprized
and charmed to find at Casbeen a really elegant hotel, with
rooms furnizhed in Buropean stvle and an excellent cuisine.
It is maintained by the Government, and represents an intention
which is as vet far from being complete, to improve the travel-
ling facilities of the ecountry. Tt was delightful to sit on the
spacions portico in the cool breeze and gaze over the typieal
oriental prospects unfolded from that spot.

The city of Casbeen offers a name familiar to all readers of

Milton, who will remember the Iines, in ¢ Paradise Lost,” —
) 3

> or Baetrian Sophi {rowmn the horns
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat

To Tauris or Casbeen.”

It is a thriving place of forty thousand inhabitants, and is noted
for its wines, frnits, and pistachio nuts.  The streets arve lined
with trees and watercourses, and some of the most interesting
Saracenic bnildings of northiern Persia vet remain within its
walls.  One of the oldest is situated near the hotel : it is in-
deed so ancient that traditions have grown up with reeard to
it, some of which might call forth a sceptieal sneer from the
antiquary.  The conrteous Kalantir of Casbeen gravely informed
me that the age of this bnilding is confirmed by the fact that
when it was completed Christ himself came from Jernsalem
to consecrate it, and that after the Mahiometan econquest it was
transformed into a mosque.  As the building is undonbtedly of
Mahometan architecture, and probably not over a thonsand

years old, this tradition seems to have very little basis to stand
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on. But it is possible that it may have been constructed on the
site of an early Clristian church.

From Casheen we proceeded in earriages over a fine road,
cightv miles i length, that bridges the distance hetween that
city and the capital.  On arriving at Teherin T was received at
a pavilion of the Shali near the gate of the city, by an imposing
array of the civil and mihtary dignitaries of the Cowrt, together
with the royal guards and a regiment of cavalry, and escorted

to the quarters 1 was to occupy at Teheriin.



CHAPTER III.
PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF PERSIA.

H1% eunltivated imagination kindles at the mention of Persia.
The names of Cvrns and Darius and Nerxes are house-
hold words.  Every schoolboy has pored over the narrative of
the invasion of Greece by the mighty hosts of Persia; but it is
difficult for one who has not been actually in Persia to vealize
that the nation fonnded and ruled by these sovereigns centuries
hefore Christ is still a living power, with a continunous vitality
that may preserve lier national integrity for ages to come.  She
had already developed a distinet civilization and an extraordi-
nary genins for political organization before the star of Rome
had hegun to cast its rays above the horizon of history. The
immortal colonnades of Persepolis were reared before those of
the Parthenon, and ave still the greatest rival of the architectural
triumphs of Greek civilization.  Although shorn of xome of ler
vast territories, which with various fluctuations have at times
extended from the Ganges to the Nile, and from the Don to the
Indian Ocean, Persia is yvet by no means an insignificant power,
with her well-defined limits more than twice the area of France ;
while the intellectnal vigor of her people, after the lapse of
twenty-five hundred vears, shows few signs of degeneracy.

It is trne that for several generations Persia has ocenpied
comparatively a small portion of the world’s atteution, and has
exercised still less of influence in its political councils, — thus
giving to many the impression that she is verging on extinction.

This is due in part to the prevailing religion, Mahometanism,
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which at the outset gave a fresh impulse to the nations that
adopted it, while eventnally tending to antagonize them with
the spirit of progress initiated by the invention of the art of
printing.  Another reason for the obscurity into which Persia
has fallen is the inaccessibility of the country, which, although
not remote, is only approached over lofty and extensive moun-
tain ranges that enclose the frontier like a wall.  This obstacle
was of comparatively slight importance in former ages, when
the whole world travelled toilsomely ou horseback; but the
mvention of railways and the difticulty of laying them to any
profit in Persia, owing to the mountains and the thinness of
the population, has operated to place her in an eddy at one
side of the current of modern progress.

But at last the turn of Persia has come.  No longer can she
remain isolated and wnknown, or contine vegurdless and inde-
pendent of what is going on elsewhere.  In spite of herself, in
spite of opposing circiumstances, Persia is now looming up into
new importance, and is becoming the theatre of events destined
to grow in magnitude and weight.

Notwithstanding all that has heen written about Persia, the
ignoranee that still exists about her is vet so general that there is
absolutely no correct map of the entive country,’ and until lately
it was asserted, even in scientifie cirveles, that no fossils were to
be found in her geology.  The fact is, that muncrous evidences
of extinct animal life are now traced in the strata of the Persian
mountains, A curious example of popular ignorance on the
subject was afforded me by an English geologist, who, allunding
to o scientific leeture on Persia recently heard by him, asked me
if there were any coal formations in that conntry. A very fine
quality of bitunminous coal actually abounds there ; at Teherdn it
is used for fuel and steam nachivery.  In the southwestern part

1 The best maps of northern Persia have been made by oflicers of the Russian army,
undoubtedly with o view to preparing the way to eonguest.
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of Persia, near her best ports, the coal mines are apparently in-
exhaustible, and might eaxily be made a very important branch
of exportation. Lead and iron mines are atzo tound near the
coal seams,  This is an important fact for the consideration of
foreign capitalists, for it ever railways are to be made profitable
in Persia, it must be probably by construeting the rails and roll-
ing stock on the spot.

The modern discovery of the existence of coal in Persia is
of comparatively recent date.  ITu ancient tunes coal was
kuown to exist in the conutry, but in some unaccountable
way the mines seem to have been lost, and all kuowledge of
the mineral wealth of Persia appears to have Deen forgotten.
“ll.t a specifie name applied to mineral coal remained in the
language : and this fact snggested to Jenghir Khan, late Per-
sian Minister of Seiences and Arts, that there must be some
reason for the existence of such a word in the language. Ile
therefore began a series of investigations, but without vesult.

oles

(=

During one of his jowrneys through the mountainous jun
of Mazanderin however, he observed that some gypsies were
usitg mineral coal in their eamp; but they steadily refused to
inform him wheve they had fonnd it, yielding neither to threats
nor bribes,  Ile set spies to wateh them, and after considerable
dificulty obtained the desired information. Sinee then a seem-
ingly inexhanstible supply of coal has been found i many
parts of the country.

The present area of Persia is practically divisible into four
great parts, distinguished by variety of climate and tormation.
The west and northwest, comprising the provinces of \zerbai-
jan, Kurdistin, and Kermanshith, with minor subdivisious, have
a broken surface, rolling and mountainous, and partaking of
the general character of the adjoining portions of Asia Minor.
The most marked difference is noticeable between the proviuees

Iving north of the great Elburz ranges and adjacent to the
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Caspian Sea, and those of central Persia, which are separated
from the Caspian provinces by that range. There could hardly
be a greater contrast of climate than that presented between
these two great districts.  On the northern side the mountains
concentrate the Immidity from the Caspian; fog and elonds are
frequent ; the moisture is deposited in heavy and frequent rains,
and numerous streanus leap down the precipices of the rocky
Elburz and meander across the alluvial plains that border the
sca. This abundance of humidity produces a wondertul vege-
tation, perenuial in loveliness, and almost tropieal in its variety
and luxuriance.  The roads wind throngh a noble underwood of
primeval forests of extraordinary density and beauty, whose
venerable trees are clothed with the velvet of emerald mosses,
or embraced by the tendrils of eclambering Lanas.  Often the
green gloom of the woods is brightened by the vivid searlet
blossoms of the wild pomegranate, gleaming like glints of fire ;
aud the glades echo with the music of dashing streams.  Near
the sca the wilderness aives place to cultivated orchards, or to
spacious lawns and vistas of barley-fields, old granges, and
thatched huts of the peasantry nestling under superb masses of
pendulons foliage, by the edge of steaming rice-fields.

But the stranger, however fascinated he may be with the
charms of one of the loveliest regions on the globe, is warned
to be on his guard, to carry with him rifle and guinine, and
not to tarry there except in the early springtime.  For in those
forests hnrk the panther and the tiger, the frequent and persistent
mosquito, and the venomons serpent; while the deadly miasma
floats like a spirit of cvil over those riee-fields, and few there
be who are not wasted or slain by the all-pervading fever.
But as one begins to reach the upper shelves of the mountains
he beeomes aware that he is entering upon scenery so different,
that, although the transition is made in a few hours, he seems

to have arrived in a region far distant from the one that he has
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left scemingly in another hemisphere.  The forests are no longer
seen ; and when he reaches the ridge lie Tooks on parelied plains
extending south with scarcely an interruption for six hundred
miles. The atmosphere is likewise altogether changed.  On
the northern side the damp heat causes the perspivation to start
as if from a steam-bath, while on the south side of the Elburz the
air is dry, devoid even of dew the greater part of the vear; and
althongh the mercury vanges at a higher poine the heat is less
relaxing than in the Caspian provinces. The average annnal
rain-tall of central and southern Persia is about seven inches.
The climate of central Persia may be indeed termed salubrions;
for many months in the year the heat is continnouns, and in
suner excessive, ranging in that season at 105° to 110° Faliren-
heit at midday, tending to lassitnde and nervous prostration.
But the dryness of the atmosphere iz opposed to malaria and
endemic diseases, as well as to acute forins of zymotic inaladies
and epidemics; small-pox and scarlet fever may be said to he
there at all seasons, but they assume a mild charvacter and are
rarely fatal.  In the south the greater econtinuance of the exees-
sive heat tends to nervous exhaustion.  But observation shows
that the climate of central Persia is favorable to foreigners who
avoid exposure to the midday sun, live temperately, ave careful
what water they drink, and not mueh of that, and are especially
prudent on their first areival in the conntry.

The dryness of central Persia is dne, among other causes, to
the scarcity of vegetation and the great elevation of this portion

of the kingdom. One is surprised to find the descent on the

southern side of the Elburz generally more gradual and far less
profound than on the northern side.  This is owing to the fact
that central Persia is a vast table-land elevated from fonr thou-
sanid 1o six thousand feet above the sea.  lhast, south, and west
these mighty plains roll away like a great sea, quivering with

o
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mirage, and dotted at long intervals by islands of verdure or
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veddish-gray ridges which rise above the plain like rocky liead-
lands, until the vanishing sea-like lorizon melts into the cloud-
less sky where the eagle and the vulture soar alone.

Almost the whole of this vast plateau is dependent upon
irrigation for the scanty vegetation which has been collected
in a eomparatively small portion of its extent ; and the imi-
gation is dependent upon the snows which cover the lofty ranges
that appear at convenient intervals above the platean.  The im-
portance of these ranges may be seen by the altitude they reach,
which enables them to retain the sunow on their snmmits some-
times the entire vear. The vange of the Elburz, which is evi-
dently a continuation of the IHindu Koosh mountains, is in
parts over thirteen thousand feet high, while its central peak,
Mount Demavend, is not less than twenty-one thousand feet in
height. The range of the Zarda Kooh, near Ispahiin, rises to
upwards of sixteen thousand feet.  Numerous otlier ranges in
other parts of the platecau serve to condense and preserve the
moisture, and to distribute it by unrigation over a country
probably the most arid of any that is oceupied by a civilized
nation.

But the soil of this plateau is often capable of producing rapid
and abundant erops under irrigation, especially in the vallevs at
the foot of the mountains; and there are fertile districts of con-
siderable extent, such as the region in the southwest hordering
on the Karoon River.  But enormous tracts of this country are
mere deserts, often covered only with sand, gravel, and salt,
niprofitable for enltivation, ahmost entirely destitute of water,
and in parts to be traversed with circumspection on account
of dry quicksands, like the one in which Bahriim V. lost his life
when hunting the wild ass.

But it would he a mistake to infer that eentral Persia is
wholly unattractive.  Quite the contrary is the case; for in fact

I know of no country which within the same space contains
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a greater variety of contrasts of scenery. The weary traveller
turns with intense pleasure from the road over the arid wastes
to the green oasis, with its streams and dense foliage nestling
in a gorge. It is again with a sense of repose, a silent and sol-
emn satistaction, that he looks over the vast endless spaces; the
sonl expands with the sense of space, and scems already in this
life to gain an intnition of the infinite spaces in which it shall
find scope for a fuller expression of its power in another ex-
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